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Environmental Security and Cooperation for Peace in the Persian Gulf

Fateme Zare Pirhajati, Seyed Jalal Dehghani Firoozabadi, Mohammad Y ousefijouybari

Abstract:

Environmental protection necessitates the preservation of regional peace. In recent decades,
emerging environmental crises in the Persian Gulf—including climate change, water stress, and
unsustainable development—have posed fundamental challenges to human security. This study
investigates how environmental security can influence the discourse on regional cooperation
toward achieving sustainable peace in the Persian Gulf. The research hypothesis is grounded in
the premise that the securitization of environmental crises can serve as an effective strategy for
attaining durable peace in this highly contested region, characterized by pervasive border disputes
and security tensions. The study examines interactions driven by novel environmental threats
within the frameworks of regional and international cooperation and analyzes proposed solutions
through the lens of the Copenhagen School. Employing an analytical-explanatory methodology,
the research aims to elucidate the meaningful relationship and confirm the positive correlation
between environmental security and regional cooperation and peace. Findings indicate that
discursive framing—specifically, the securitization of environmental threats—can strengthen
bilateral and multilateral cooperation among regional states in confronting escalating threats,
protecting the environment, and ensuring the sustainable utilization of natural resources.

Keywords: Environmental security, securitization, regional cooperation, environmental threats,
Persian Gulf, Copenhagen School



