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Economic Freedom in the Qur‘an and Common Perspectives
Abstract

Freedom is a fundamental principle in social life, and there are various perspectives on economic
freedom. Some Muslim thinkers have also presented views on this subject. It seems possible to
derive an interpretation of economic freedom from the Qur'an as well. By obtaining a Qur'anic
perspective, one may be able to better evaluate many of the existing viewpoints. Therefore, this
article aims to extract the views of Muslim scholars as well as other common perspectives. Then,
an interpretation based on the Qur'anic verses will be developed and compared with the
aforementioned views. Finally, a comparative summary will be presented. The findings indicate
that some Muslim scholars reject the principle of economic freedom in Islam and consider it
unacceptable. In contrast, others regard economic freedom—in terms of choosing economic
activities, ownership, and consumption—as a fundamental principle in Islam. The Qur'an also
offers a moral framework for freedom, within which the essential principles of economic freedom
in activity (profession and business), ownership, and income are upheld. The limitations on
economic freedom in the Qur'an are also framed within ethical boundaries—activities that generate
unethical income, ownership of others’ property, and consumption of goods harmful to individuals
or society are the main axes of these restrictions—based on the religious objectives presented in
the Qur'an.

Keywords: Economic Freedom, Qur'an, Ethics
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